IAMCR_2010: presentation remarks

On behalf of the Communication and Society Research Centre of the University of Minho, I would like to invite all IAMCR members and other communication researchers to participate in the 2010 Conference, which will take place in Braga, Portugal, from 18 to 22 July.

IAMCR will be hosted for the first time in Portugal. With the full support of the Portuguese Association of Communication Sciences (SOPCOM) we will do our very best to deepen debates, to share knowledge and experiences and, in so doing, to consolidate our Association.
Openness, inclusiveness and participation will be main points of our concerns. We hope it will be a significant scientific event. But we will not forget spaces and times for enjoyment and conviviality, which are idiosyncratic to the Portuguese culture and – we would suggest –also relevant for the quality of research.

We propose «Communication and Citizenship» as the central theme and focus for the next Conference, emphasising the connexion with the times of crisis which we are living in. It is a broad and challenging problematic, implying a straight appeal to the social responsibility of the researchers we are and the research we do.
I take the opportunity to thank the Executive Board and the International Council for the confidence they have in the University of Minho’s team, coordinated by my colleague Helena and myself. I have to say we will count on the collaboration of other Portuguese scholars.

We will work collaboratively, hoping to deserve the trust of the IAMCR governing bodies. It will be a great moment for our national association and hopefully for this worldwide community.

For more details about our proposal and plans, I invite Helena Sousa, director do the Department of Communication Sciences at the University of Minho and a long-time active member of IAMCR, to give you further details about this conference.
